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Duluth, MN 55802-2093 
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September 29, 2025 
 

VIA E-FILING 
Ms. Sasha Bergman 
Executive Secretary 
Minnesota Public Utilities Commission 
121 7th Place East, Suite 350 
St. Paul, MN 55101-2147 
 
Re: In the Matter of Utility Cold Weather Rule  

and Residential Customers Status Data 
 Docket No. E, G-999/PR-25-2 

COMPLIANCE FILING 
 
Dear Ms. Bergman: 
 
On August 28, 2025, the Minnesota Public Utilities Commission (“Commission”) issued 
an Order Requiring Additional Filing and Other Actions in the above-referenced docket. 
This Compliance Filing addresses the following Order Points: 
 
Order Point 2 

“Minnesota Power must file, within 30 days, in this docket an updated 
version of its 2019 document detailing its current policies and practices on 
disconnections, service deposits, and payment agreements in a format like 
that of Xcel Energy and CenterPoint Energy but with a Microsoft Word 
readability score near an eighth grade reading level.” 

 
Order Point 5 

“Rate-regulated public utilities must submit customer-facing language on  
 disconnection, deposit, down payment, and payment arrangement to the CAO 
 for review and approval.” 
 
In accordance with the Commission’s Order, Minnesota Power (or the “Company”) 
respectfully submits as Attachment A to this letter the Company’s updated Disconnection 
and Payment Agreement Process document, referred to as Minnesota Power Residential 
Disconnection Process. The Company has reviewed this document with the 
Commission’s Consumer Affairs Office (“CAO”) and incorporated suggested edits. We 
thank the CAO for their prompt and thoughtful review. At the CAO’s suggestion, this 
language will be posted online and the document will be linked as a PDF.  
 
Minnesota Power has previously reviewed customer-facing language with the CAO about 
disconnection, deposit, down payment, and payment agreement processes. The 

http://www.mnpower.com/
https://www.facebook.com/minnesotapower
https://www.twitter.com/mnpower
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http://www.youtube.com/user/minnesotapowervideo?feature=results_main


Ms. Bergman 
September 29, 2025 
Page 2 of 2 

 

Company is reviewing language in light of this Order and will work with the CAO on any 
other applicable updates. 
 
Please contact me at (218) 355-3182 or dmencel@mnpower.com with any questions 
related to this matter. 
 

Yours truly,  
 
 
 
Debbie A. Mencel 
Regulatory Compliance Specialist 

 
DAM:ah 
Attach. 
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Minnesota Power Residential Customer Disconnection Process 

 

Disconnection of service is the last step in a process to collect past due amounts. 
Residential customers who are behind on their bills should immediately contact 
Minnesota Power to set up a payment plan.   

Notice. Customers first receive a Past Due Reminder Notice when a bill has not been 
paid. A Disconnection Notice is sent if this past due balance remains unpaid. After 
getting this notice, customers have ten calendar days to pay or to set up a payment 
plan. If payment is not made, and the customer does not contact Minnesota Power, 
service may be disconnected. This applies outside of Cold Weather Rule (CWR) (May 1 
– September 30) and during Cold Weather Rule (CWR) (October 1 - April 30) months.  

Past due amounts. When a residential customer owes $200 and the bill is 54 days late 
or older, Minnesota Power: 

• Sends a Reminder Notice 

• Contacts the customer by automated phone call 

If a customer does not pay or set up a payment plan within 15 days of notice or call, 
Minnesota Power: 

• Makes a second automated phone call 

• Sends a Disconnection Notice that shows when service will be shut off (10 days 
from the notice date) 

Minnesota Power will try multiple times to reach the customer about their past due 
balance. 

We will not disconnect service until the customer owes at least $200 and the bill is 79 
days late or more. 

Communications. Minnesota Power uses several methods to reach customers about 
past due balances before disconnecting service.  

• Reminder Notices go to the customer’s mailing address. Customers who 
choose paperless billing will see the notice in our customer self-service portal. 
They will get an email telling them to log in and view it. 

• Phone Calls are automated. Two calls are made to the main phone number on 
the account.  
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• Disconnection Notices are mailed to both the service address and mailing 

address if they are different. Customers registered for our self-service portal can 
also view this notice there. 

Payment plans. Minnesota Power will work with customers to set up a payment plan 
for a past due balance. We can: 

• Set up a payment plan for a past due balance.  
• Work individually with each customer on payment plan terms, including length of 

the plan. 
• Provide customers with information about programs, discounts, energy 

assistance, and other resources to help with past due bills.  

Customers need to be reasonably on time with their payments under the payment plan 
to avoid disconnection. If a customer fails to meet two or more agreed-upon payment 
plans in the past twelve months, another payment plan may not be offered.  

During the Cold Weather Rule months, customers with income at or below 50% of the 
state median income may not be required to pay more than 10% of their monthly 
household income toward current or past due bills for heating service, consistent with 
https://www.revisor.mn.gov/statutes/cite/216B.096, Subd. 5. 

Down payments or deposits. Minnesota Power does not require down payments or 
deposits for residential customers.  



 
 
 
STATE OF MINNESOTA )   AFFIDAVIT OF SERVICE VIA 
 )ss    ELECTRONIC FILING  
COUNTY OF ST. LOUIS  ) 
 
------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------ 
 

I, Amy M. Honkala of the City of Duluth, County of St. Louis, State of 
Minnesota, hereby certify that on the 29th  day of September, 2025, I electronically 
filed a true and correct copy of Minnesota Power’s Compliance Filing in  Docket 
No. E,G-999/PR-25-2 on the Minnesota Public Utilities Commission and the 
Energy Resources Division of the Minnesota Department of Commerce via 
electronic filing. The persons on eDocket’s Official Service List for this Docket were 
served as requested. 

 
 
 
 

      
Amy M. Honkala 
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